
 

 

Wo e ’s Progra  

I ediatel  afte  the o st u tio  as fi ished at Be ge  St eet a d the      
populatio  of the e ’s p og a  as dou led, the o k ega  to eha ilitate 
Pa k Pla e as a o e ’s p og a  ith the apa it  of .  Afte  it ega  i is-
te i g to o e , the uildi g e t doo  as pu hased a d  the eal estate a-
pa it  of the p og a  as dou led.  Who ould ha e ealized fift  ea s ago 
that Alf edo Cotto-Tho e ’s d ea  ould ha e e o e a ealit   this a ?  

 

Co ti ui g The Visio  

O e  the fift  ea s hu d eds of li es ha e ee  ha ged.  I di iduals ha e ee  
e ptied of d ugs a d filled ith Ch ist.  Alu i of A ho  House ha e go e i to 
all t pes of o atio s.  So e ha e e o e i iste s a d othe s ha e e o e   
p odu ti e th ough o atio al t ai i g the  ha e e ei ed hile i  t eat e t at 
A ho  House.  So e ha e etu ed to A ho  House as e e s of the staff.  
We el o e this ea ’s g aduates a d p a  fo  Ch ist’s lo e to e ith the  as 
the  e o e a  i spi atio . 
We also gi e tha ks fo  the olu tee s o e  the ea s.  The  ha e sha ed thei  
lo e a d o e .  So e ha e o e o  a eekl  asis a d othe s ha e helped 
th ough thei  lo al hu hes o  se ed o  o ittees a d o  the Boa d of    
Di e to s. 
O  a pe so al ote, Na , i spi ed  Re . Lopez’ appeal fo  toilet ies fo  the 
eside ts, o ked ith the Out ea h Co ittee of Me o ial Chu h a d e e  
ea  fo   ea s ought spe ial gifts to ea h eside t. Ri ha d dist i uted the  
he  he spoke at the a ual Ch ist as E e Se i e.  The isio  o ti ues u de  

the outsta di g leade ship of Aliso  Ki g as E e uti e  Di e to . 
I   the o e ’s p og a  e pa ded f o  a apa it  of  to .  I   
OASAS app o ed a apital p oje t to e pa d the eal estate p ope t  fo  Be ge  
st eet. The hope is to ha e a la ge  apa it  to help fa ilies as ell as a  outpa-
tie t p og a .    
 

 

 

50 years of restoring lives. 

“This hope we have as anchor of the soul…A hope 
both sure and steadfast…”  Hebrews 6:19 

A ho  House—”The Beginning” 

By Rev. Richard & Nancy Rice 



 

 

A ho  House—”The Beginning” 

 

Re . Ri ha d Ri e a d his ife Na  e e good f ie ds of Re . Alf edo Cotto-

Tho e  a d his ife, Do oth .  These a e so e thoughts that ega  ith ou  
f ie dship a d o ti ued o e  the ea s ith the de elop e t of the A ho  
House p og a .  Alf edo a e f o  Pue to Ri o a d Do oth  a e f o   
Mi esota. 
 

South 3rd Street U ited Methodist Church 

I  the s the Willia s u g a ea of B ookl  as filled ith addi ts.  Alf edo 
a d Do oth  i iste ed to those ho e e ea  the hu h o  a dail  asis.  
Ma  of the  ould spe d ost of the da  i  the p og a .  The  ould use the 
hu h’s lo e  floo  a d the lo e  floo  of the atta hed pa so age he e the 

Cotto-Tho e s a d thei  t o o s, Leste  a d Da iel, li ed.  Alf edo a ted to 
ha e a  hou  p og a  ut the hu h as ’t a le to  p o ide o e ight  se -
i es fo  e .  His f ust atio  as that he had to let the e  go at ight a d 

the  the  ould shoot up d ugs.  At Tha ksgi i g ti e Do oth  a d the o e  
of the hu h ould ha e a ig di e  fo  the people of the o u it .         
Do oth  ould put the tu ke s i  the athtu  to tha , a d ook the follo i g 
da .  The e e s of the hu h, u de  Do oth ’s di e tio , p o ided eals a d 
do ated lothi g fo  the e . 
 

Park Place 

The eside e at Pa k Pla e had ee  the pa so age fo  the U io  U ited   
Methodist Chu h.  The  e e pla i g to sell it a d fi d a othe  pa so age.  
Th ough egotiatio s ith the B ookl  a d Lo g Isla d Chu h So iet , o e of 
the t o p ede esso  o ga izatio s of The U ited Methodist Cit  So iet , the 
p ope t  as pu hased  the B ookl  & Lo g Isla d Chu h So iet .  The 
doo s ope ed i  the Sp i g of .  It as Alf edo’s p og a  a d it as alled 
A ho  House Addi ts o  Na oti s CH ist  ORie ted,  a  a o   p oposed  
a  ea l  e e  of the A ho  House Co ittee, The Re . A thu  Ba to , ho 

as the  se i g A d e s UM Chu h i  B ookl . Ri ha d Ri e as the fi st 
se eta  of the o ittee. Alf edo stated his p og a  si pl , E pt  the  of 
d ugs a d fill the  ith Ch ist .  This o ti ues to e the the e. 
Du i g the ea l  ea s of the p og a  the e  had e eatio  at the g  he e 
Ri ha d Ri e as se i g, St. Paul’s UM Chu h.  The  ould alk to Nost a d 
A e. su a  a d take it to A e. D a d the  alk to the hu h.  Na ’s fathe  

o ked fo  Volks age  a d as a le to se u e a a  fo  the house.  This as 
the fi st a d o l  a  the  had fo  a  ea s.  St. Paul’s o e  ould i g 
di e s to A ho  House se e al ti es a ea .      

 

 

The e as a  i ediate eed fo  fu itu e a d Na  a d Do oth  fo ed a 
o a ’s au ilia  th ough the Ne  Yo k A ual Co fe e e U ited Methodist 

Wo e .  It as alled NOAH Neigh o s of A ho  House .  The o e  a tuall  
ought the fu itu e, the e  put the eds togethe  u de  Na ’s di e tio . 

Du i g the ea l  ea s the eside ts ould o e to St. Paul’s fo  a ious       
se i es a d a ti ities.  Ea h Ch ist as E e the  ould o e to the :  PM 
se i e. 
The p og a  g e  ith a staff of eight.  A statisti al stud  as do e i   
that sho ed a e  high su ess ate. A Boa d of Di e to s as fo ed a d has 
helped to guide the p og a .  The e e e a  di e to s of the p og a  o e  
the ea s.  O e of the , H u  I iza  e t o  f o  ei g a eside t to      
di e to  a d the  e a e a Chaplai  i  the Fede al P iso  S ste .  E i ue 
Lopez, a g aduate of the Tee  Challe ge p og a  e a e a olu tee , the  a 
ou selo  a d the  di e to  of the p og a  fo  o e  t e t  ea s.  While he 
as di e to  the p og a  e ei ed a itatio  as the est a oti s p og a  i  

the U ited Methodist Chu h.  It also as e og ized  Ne  Yo k State as the 
est s all p og a  i  NY State.  It as du i g this ti e, ith the suppo t of NY 

State OASAS p og a  that A ho  House sought to dou le the size of its       
eside e. 

 

Berge  Street 

Afte  Ri ha d Ri e a d He  Lopez sea hed fo  a aila le p ope ties the  a e 
upo  the t o gutted apa t e t houses a d adja e t e pt  lot o  Be ge  St.  
HUD offe ed to gi e a g a t of  illio  dolla s,  illio  fo  a uisitio  a d 
o st u tio  a d  illio  fo  p og a  fo  fi e ea s.  Se ato  Alfo se D’A ato 

se t a lette  to Ri ha d Ri e a ou i g the g a t.  We had a ea  to take     
possessio  of the p ope t .  T ud  G o e, the  T easu e  of the Cit  So iet , 

o ked ha d to i g togethe  the fu di g f o  HUD a d OASAS.  We a tuall  
got the Be ge  St. p ope t  th ough a  atte pted u de  t ial.  The o e s, a 

a  a d the o a  had ee  i  a  est a ged elatio ship a d she as ut  
a a hete i  he  fa e a d lost pa ts of so e fi ge s.  E e  though the e as a 
e o di g de ise that pi ked up the sou ds of the atta k, he as a uitted.   He 
a ted ash fo  his pa t of the sale.  She a ted his o e  set aside e ause 

she as goi g to sue hi .  Fi all , D . Joh  Ca i gto , the E e uti e Di e to  of 
the Cit  So iet  a d a st o g suppo te  of the p og a  o e  the ea s,           
suggested that he a d Ri ha d go to see the o a .   We spoke to he . B  he  
selli g the p ope t  it ould ake it possi le fo  us to i iste  to othe  

atte ed   o e  like he self.  We had the losi g o  the last da  ou  HUD 
g a t as a aila le.   


