
 

 

WoŵeŶ’s Prograŵ 

IŵŵediatelǇ afteƌ the ĐoŶstƌuĐtioŶ ǁas fiŶished at BeƌgeŶ Stƌeet aŶd the      
populatioŶ of the ŵeŶ’s pƌogƌaŵ ǁas douďled, the ǁoƌk ďegaŶ to ƌehaďilitate 
Paƌk PlaĐe as a ǁoŵeŶ’s pƌogƌaŵ ǁith the ĐapaĐitǇ of ϮϬ.  Afteƌ it ďegaŶ ŵiŶis-
teƌiŶg to ǁoŵeŶ, the ďuildiŶg Ŷeǆt dooƌ ǁas puƌĐhased aŶd  the ƌeal estate Đa-
paĐitǇ of the pƌogƌaŵ ǁas douďled.  Who ǁould haǀe ƌealized fiftǇ Ǉeaƌs ago 
that Alfƌedo Cotto-ThoƌŶeƌ’s dƌeaŵ ǁould haǀe ďeĐoŵe a ƌealitǇ  this ǁaǇ?  

 

CoŶtiŶuiŶg The VisioŶ 

Oǀeƌ the fiftǇ Ǉeaƌs huŶdƌeds of liǀes haǀe ďeeŶ ĐhaŶged.  IŶdiǀiduals haǀe ďeeŶ 
eŵptied of dƌugs aŶd filled ǁith Chƌist.  AluŵŶi of AŶĐhoƌ House haǀe goŶe iŶto 
all tǇpes of ǀoĐatioŶs.  Soŵe haǀe ďeĐoŵe ŵiŶisteƌs aŶd otheƌs haǀe ďeĐoŵe   
pƌoduĐtiǀe thƌough ǀoĐatioŶal tƌaiŶiŶg theǇ haǀe ƌeĐeiǀed ǁhile iŶ tƌeatŵeŶt at 
AŶĐhoƌ House.  Soŵe haǀe ƌetuƌŶed to AŶĐhoƌ House as ŵeŵďeƌs of the staff.  
We ǁelĐoŵe this Ǉeaƌ’s gƌaduates aŶd pƌaǇ foƌ Chƌist’s loǀe to ďe ǁith theŵ as 
theǇ ďeĐoŵe aŶ iŶspiƌatioŶ. 
We also giǀe thaŶks foƌ the ǀoluŶteeƌs oǀeƌ the Ǉeaƌs.  TheǇ haǀe shaƌed theiƌ 
loǀe aŶd ĐoŶĐeƌŶ.  Soŵe haǀe Đoŵe oŶ a ǁeeklǇ ďasis aŶd otheƌs haǀe helped 
thƌough theiƌ loĐal ĐhuƌĐhes oƌ seƌǀed oŶ Đoŵŵittees aŶd oŶ the Boaƌd of    
DiƌeĐtoƌs. 
OŶ a peƌsoŶal Ŷote, NaŶĐǇ, iŶspiƌed ďǇ Reǀ. Lopez’ appeal foƌ toiletƌies foƌ the 
ƌesideŶts, ǁoƌked ǁith the OutƌeaĐh Coŵŵittee of Meŵoƌial ChuƌĐh aŶd eǀeƌǇ 
Ǉeaƌ foƌ Ϯϱ Ǉeaƌs ďƌought speĐial gifts to eaĐh ƌesideŶt. RiĐhaƌd distƌiďuted theŵ 
ǁheŶ he spoke at the aŶŶual Chƌistŵas Eǀe SeƌǀiĐe.  The ǀisioŶ ĐoŶtiŶues uŶdeƌ 
the outstaŶdiŶg leadeƌship of AlisoŶ KiŶg as EǆeĐutiǀe  DiƌeĐtoƌ. 
IŶ ϮϬϭϯ the ǁoŵeŶ’s pƌogƌaŵ eǆpaŶded fƌoŵ a ĐapaĐitǇ of ϮϬ to Ϯϴ.  IŶ ϮϬϭϲ 
OASAS appƌoǀed a Đapital pƌojeĐt to eǆpaŶd the ƌeal estate pƌopeƌtǇ foƌ BeƌgeŶ 
stƌeet. The hope is to haǀe a laƌgeƌ ĐapaĐitǇ to help faŵilies as ǁell as aŶ outpa-
tieŶt pƌogƌaŵ.    
 

 

 

50 years of restoring lives. 

“This hope we have as anchor of the soul…A hope 
both sure and steadfast…”  Hebrews 6:19 

AŶĐhoƌ House—”The Beginning” 

By Rev. Richard & Nancy Rice 



 

 

AŶĐhoƌ House—”The Beginning” 

 

Reǀ. RiĐhaƌd RiĐe aŶd his ǁife NaŶĐǇ ǁeƌe good fƌieŶds of Reǀ. Alfƌedo Cotto-

ThoƌŶeƌ aŶd his ǁife, DoƌothǇ.  These aƌe soŵe thoughts that ďegaŶ ǁith ouƌ 
fƌieŶdship aŶd ĐoŶtiŶued oǀeƌ the Ǉeaƌs ǁith the deǀelopŵeŶt of the AŶĐhoƌ 
House pƌogƌaŵ.  Alfƌedo Đaŵe fƌoŵ Pueƌto RiĐo aŶd DoƌothǇ Đaŵe fƌoŵ  
MiŶŶesota. 
 

South 3rd Street UŶited Methodist Church 

IŶ the ϭϵϲϬs the Williaŵsďuƌg aƌea of BƌooklǇŶ ǁas filled ǁith addiĐts.  Alfƌedo 
aŶd DoƌothǇ ŵiŶisteƌed to those ǁho ǁeƌe Ŷeaƌ the ĐhuƌĐh oŶ a dailǇ ďasis.  
MaŶǇ of theŵ ǁould speŶd ŵost of the daǇ iŶ the pƌogƌaŵ.  TheǇ ǁould use the 
ĐhuƌĐh’s loǁeƌ flooƌ aŶd the loǁeƌ flooƌ of the attaĐhed paƌsoŶage ǁheƌe the 
Cotto-ThoƌŶeƌs aŶd theiƌ tǁo ďoǇs, Lesteƌ aŶd DaŶiel, liǀed.  Alfƌedo ǁaŶted to 
haǀe a Ϯϰ houƌ pƌogƌaŵ ďut the ĐhuƌĐh ǁasŶ’t aďle to  pƌoǀide oǀeƌŶight  seƌ-
ǀiĐes foƌ ŵeŶ.  His fƌustƌatioŶ ǁas that he had to let the ŵeŶ go at Ŷight aŶd 
theŶ theǇ ǁould shoot up dƌugs.  At ThaŶksgiǀiŶg tiŵe DoƌothǇ aŶd the ǁoŵeŶ 
of the ĐhuƌĐh ǁould haǀe a ďig diŶŶeƌ foƌ the people of the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ.         
DoƌothǇ ǁould put the tuƌkeǇs iŶ the ďathtuď to thaǁ, aŶd Đook the folloǁiŶg 
daǇ.  The ŵeŵďeƌs of the ĐhuƌĐh, uŶdeƌ DoƌothǇ’s diƌeĐtioŶ, pƌoǀided ŵeals aŶd 
doŶated ĐlothiŶg foƌ the ŵeŶ. 
 

Park Place 

The ƌesideŶĐe at Paƌk PlaĐe had ďeeŶ the paƌsoŶage foƌ the UŶioŶ UŶited   
Methodist ChuƌĐh.  TheǇ ǁeƌe plaŶŶiŶg to sell it aŶd fiŶd aŶotheƌ paƌsoŶage.  
Thƌough ŶegotiatioŶs ǁith the BƌooklǇŶ aŶd LoŶg IslaŶd ChuƌĐh SoĐietǇ, oŶe of 
the tǁo pƌedeĐessoƌ oƌgaŶizatioŶs of The UŶited Methodist CitǇ SoĐietǇ, the 
pƌopeƌtǇ ǁas puƌĐhased ďǇ the BƌooklǇŶ & LoŶg IslaŶd ChuƌĐh SoĐietǇ.  The 
dooƌs opeŶed iŶ the SpƌiŶg of ϭϵϲϳ.  It ǁas Alfƌedo’s pƌogƌaŵ aŶd it ǁas Đalled 
AŶĐhoƌ House ;AddiĐts oŶ NaƌĐotiĐs CHƌist  ORieŶted,Ϳ aŶ aĐƌoŶǇŵ  pƌoposed ďǇ 
aŶ eaƌlǇ ŵeŵďeƌ of the AŶĐhoƌ House Coŵŵittee, The Reǀ. Aƌthuƌ BaƌtoŶ, ǁho 
ǁas theŶ seƌǀiŶg AŶdƌeǁs UM ChuƌĐh iŶ BƌooklǇŶ. RiĐhaƌd RiĐe ǁas the fiƌst 
seĐƌetaƌǇ of the Đoŵŵittee. Alfƌedo stated his pƌogƌaŵ siŵplǇ, ͞EŵptǇ theŵ of 
dƌugs aŶd fill theŵ ǁith Chƌist͟.  This ĐoŶtiŶues to ďe the theŵe. 
DuƌiŶg the eaƌlǇ Ǉeaƌs of the pƌogƌaŵ the ŵeŶ had ƌeĐƌeatioŶ at the gǇŵ ǁheƌe 
RiĐhaƌd RiĐe ǁas seƌǀiŶg, St. Paul’s UM ChuƌĐh.  TheǇ ǁould ǁalk to NostƌaŶd 
Aǀe. suďǁaǇ aŶd take it to Aǀe. D aŶd theŶ ǁalk to the ĐhuƌĐh.  NaŶĐǇ’s fatheƌ 
ǁoƌked foƌ VolksǁageŶ aŶd ǁas aďle to seĐuƌe a ǀaŶ foƌ the house.  This ǁas 
the fiƌst aŶd oŶlǇ ǀaŶ theǇ had foƌ ŵaŶǇ Ǉeaƌs.  St. Paul’s ǁoŵeŶ ǁould ďƌiŶg 
diŶŶeƌs to AŶĐhoƌ House seǀeƌal tiŵes a Ǉeaƌ.      

 

 

Theƌe ǁas aŶ iŵŵediate Ŷeed foƌ fuƌŶituƌe aŶd NaŶĐǇ aŶd DoƌothǇ foƌŵed a 
ǁoŵaŶ’s auǆiliaƌǇ thƌough the Neǁ Yoƌk AŶŶual CoŶfeƌeŶĐe UŶited Methodist 
WoŵeŶ.  It ǁas Đalled NOAH ;Neighďoƌs of AŶĐhoƌ HouseͿ.  The ǁoŵeŶ aĐtuallǇ 
ďought the fuƌŶituƌe, the ŵeŶ put the ďeds togetheƌ uŶdeƌ NaŶĐǇ’s diƌeĐtioŶ. 
DuƌiŶg the eaƌlǇ Ǉeaƌs the ƌesideŶts ǁould Đoŵe to St. Paul’s foƌ ǀaƌious       
seƌǀiĐes aŶd aĐtiǀities.  EaĐh Chƌistŵas Eǀe theǇ ǁould Đoŵe to the ϭϭ:ϬϬ PM 
seƌǀiĐe. 
The pƌogƌaŵ gƌeǁ ǁith a staff of eight.  A statistiĐal studǇ ǁas doŶe iŶ ϭϵϳϯ 
that shoǁed a ǀeƌǇ high suĐĐess ƌate. A Boaƌd of DiƌeĐtoƌs ǁas foƌŵed aŶd has 
helped to guide the pƌogƌaŵ.  Theƌe ǁeƌe ŵaŶǇ diƌeĐtoƌs of the pƌogƌaŵ oǀeƌ 
the Ǉeaƌs.  OŶe of theŵ, HǇƌuŵ IƌizaƌƌǇ ǁeŶt oŶ fƌoŵ ďeiŶg a ƌesideŶt to      
diƌeĐtoƌ aŶd theŶ ďeĐaŵe a ChaplaiŶ iŶ the Fedeƌal PƌisoŶ SǇsteŵ.  EŶƌiƋue 
Lopez, a gƌaduate of the TeeŶ ChalleŶge pƌogƌaŵ ďeĐaŵe a ǀoluŶteeƌ, theŶ a 
ĐouŶseloƌ aŶd theŶ diƌeĐtoƌ of the pƌogƌaŵ foƌ oǀeƌ tǁeŶtǇ Ǉeaƌs.  While he 
ǁas diƌeĐtoƌ the pƌogƌaŵ ƌeĐeiǀed a ĐitatioŶ as the ďest ŶaƌĐotiĐs pƌogƌaŵ iŶ 
the UŶited Methodist ChuƌĐh.  It also ǁas ƌeĐogŶized ďǇ Neǁ Yoƌk State as the 
ďest sŵall pƌogƌaŵ iŶ NY State.  It ǁas duƌiŶg this tiŵe, ǁith the suppoƌt of NY 
State OASAS pƌogƌaŵ that AŶĐhoƌ House sought to douďle the size of its       
ƌesideŶĐe. 

 

BergeŶ Street 

Afteƌ RiĐhaƌd RiĐe aŶd HeŶƌǇ Lopez seaƌĐhed foƌ aǀailaďle pƌopeƌties theǇ Đaŵe 
upoŶ the tǁo gutted apaƌtŵeŶt houses aŶd adjaĐeŶt eŵptǇ lot oŶ BeƌgeŶ St.  
HUD offeƌed to giǀe a gƌaŶt of ϱ ŵillioŶ dollaƌs, ϭ ŵillioŶ foƌ aĐƋuisitioŶ aŶd 
ĐoŶstƌuĐtioŶ aŶd ϰ ŵillioŶ foƌ pƌogƌaŵ foƌ fiǀe Ǉeaƌs.  SeŶatoƌ AlfoŶse D’Aŵato 
seŶt a letteƌ to RiĐhaƌd RiĐe aŶŶouŶĐiŶg the gƌaŶt.  We had a Ǉeaƌ to take     
possessioŶ of the pƌopeƌtǇ.  TƌudǇ Gƌoǀe, theŶ Tƌeasuƌeƌ of the CitǇ SoĐietǇ, 
ǁoƌked haƌd to ďƌiŶg togetheƌ the fuŶdiŶg fƌoŵ HUD aŶd OASAS.  We aĐtuallǇ 
got the BeƌgeŶ St. pƌopeƌtǇ thƌough aŶ atteŵpted ŵuƌdeƌ tƌial.  The oǁŶeƌs, a 
ŵaŶ aŶd the ǁoŵaŶ had ďeeŶ iŶ aŶ estƌaŶged ƌelatioŶship aŶd she ǁas Đut ďǇ 
a ŵaĐhete iŶ heƌ faĐe aŶd lost paƌts of soŵe fiŶgeƌs.  EǀeŶ though theƌe ǁas a 
ƌeĐoƌdiŶg deǀise that piĐked up the souŶds of the attaĐk, he ǁas aĐƋuitted.   He 
ǁaŶted Đash foƌ his paƌt of the sale.  She ǁaŶted his ŵoŶeǇ set aside ďeĐause 
she ǁas goiŶg to sue hiŵ.  FiŶallǇ, Dƌ. JohŶ CaƌƌiŶgtoŶ, the EǆeĐutiǀe DiƌeĐtoƌ of 
the CitǇ SoĐietǇ aŶd a stƌoŶg suppoƌteƌ of the pƌogƌaŵ oǀeƌ the Ǉeaƌs,           
suggested that he aŶd RiĐhaƌd go to see the ǁoŵaŶ.   We spoke to heƌ. BǇ heƌ 
selliŶg the pƌopeƌtǇ it ǁould ŵake it possiďle foƌ us to ŵiŶisteƌ to otheƌ 
ďatteƌed   ǁoŵeŶ like heƌself.  We had the ĐlosiŶg oŶ the last daǇ ouƌ HUD 
gƌaŶt ǁas aǀailaďle.   


